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MILITARY EMANCIPATION AT THE SOUTH.

From recent indications it is easy to perceive
that the drift of public opinion in the South is ra-
pidly settling in a direstion which points to the
ultimate employment of negroes as a means of re-
craiting the stremgth of the insurgent armies.
Much hesitation has preceded and still sttends the
diseussion of the topie, but when, as we are in-
formed, the highest military anthorityin the South
hos given in his adhesion to the proposition, we
may be sure that the popular judgment will readily
yield its assent to Lis recommendation.

At the North speculation isrife with regard to
the probable results of such a determination on the
part of the Southern leaders, should they carry it
into effect, and sctually recruit the insurgent ar-
mies from the negro population. Will it prove =
source of strength or of weakness to the Southern
cauge? Oan this subject opinions are divided,
though the preponderant sentiment seems to be in
favor of the latter view, cspecially among those
who support the policy of the Administration. As
the destruction of slavery is held to be the para-
monnt means for the suppression of the rebellion,
if not the paramount end of the war, they reason
that, #o far as regards the beneficent result it can
be of little conscquence whether the system of sla-
very is overthrown by the military force of the
United States or undermined by the poliey of the
ineurrents.  In cither cvent the slaves will be
cman;ipstcd, and after that the Union will take
care of itself.

There is one class of citizens in the Loyal Btates
who must necessarily look with spprehension upon
i%  acw policy contemplated by the Scuthern au-
thositics.  We sllude to those who believe thatour
Joverrment has mainly nssured its immuniiy from
& foreign intervention in our ecivil war by the
steps which it has taken on the subject of slavery
1o identify itself with the cause of emancipation.
# hen the Southern States, under the pressure of
« military necessity, shall have ‘‘laid a strong hand
o the solored element,” there will be no difference
in ‘1o poliey of the two parties on this subject,
a1 there will be as little difference in the

ives which have led to its adoption as im
e results of the policy respectively adopted
by each. For Mr. LixcoLx has avowed that he
abstained from military emancipation until an
¢ indispensable military necessity”” seemed to con-
strain this step; and the employment of slaves in
the Southern armies is bised on precisely the same
d, To this effeot Mr. Linsoln wrote in his
letter to Col. Hodges, of Kentucky, under date of
last April 4th, as follows :

* When, early in the war, Gen. Fremontattempted mili-
tary emancipation, I forbade it, beeanss I did not then
think it an indispensable necessity. When, & little later,
Gen. Cameron, then Secretary of War, suggested the
armiog of the blacks, I objected, beoause I did not yet
thiok it &n indiep-neable necessity When, still Iater,
Gen. Hunter attempted wilitary emancipation, I again for-
bade it, beesuse I did not yet think toe indispensable ne.
cessity had come, When, in March and May, and July,
1#€2, T mnde enroest and succeesive appenls to the Border
States to favor compeneated emsncipation, I believed the
indispensable neceaxity for wilitary emancipation, and arm-
ing the bincks, would ecwme, uuiess wverted by that wea-
sure. They declined the propusition; aod T was, in my
best judgment, driven to the slternative of either surren-
dering the Union, snd with it the Constitution, or of lay-
ing strong haod upoo tbe colored elemeut. T chowe the
latter. In choosing it I bhaped for greater gaio than loss;
but of this I was pot entirely confident. More than s year
of trial now showns no loss by it io our foreign relations ;
noos 1 our home popular seshiment ; none in our white
military foree—no loss by it any how or any where, On
the contrary, it shows a gain of quits & hundrad sud thirty
thousaud soldiers, seamen, and laborers. These are pal-
pable facts, sbout which. s Iacte, there oan be no eaviiling.
We have the mep, and we could nol have bad them with-
out the mehbsure.

+ And now let any Union man who complaios of the
weanure test himeell by writing down in one line that be
is for subduing the rebellion by force of arme, and in the
next that he is for taking these buudred and thirly thou
sand men from the Union side and placing them where
they would be but for the messure he eondemos. 1f he
cannot face his caure ro stated, it i only beesuss ho ean-
pot face the trath.”

Among thore who believe that our Government
is largely indebted to its policy of military eman-
cipation for its exemption from Kuropean inter-
yention, we may cite the sathority of Mr. Everett,
who, at the meeting of the Massachusctts Electora
College, took oceasion to endorse the view of Mr.
Btephens, the insurgent Vice President, on this
subject. Mr. Everett said :

“There is now reslly but ove question which divides
those who hold, in good (sith, that the military power of
the rebellion must be subdued, aud the Union preserved
at all bazards. I allude, of course, to the polioy of eman-
eipation. And will not onr opposing (riends who so warmly
disapprove Lhat policy, and who thiuk it oreates an insu-
perable obstacla to the restoration of the Union, reconsider
that opmion, on perusal of the remarkable letter of the
mns‘ officer of the Confedernoy, written on the Gth of
November, three days before the election—a private let-
ter, but publishod by himseli—by far the most impori

 ant utterance, on this subjeot, which bas reached us from

the Bouth.

“ In this letter Mr. Stephens (the ablest civilian in the
Coufederaoy ) sssigna the reasons why be desired the election
of Gen: MeUlellan. Iuthatevent hesssumad that an armis-
tice would take place and a Convention of the States be he!d,
If that body failed to come to an amioable agreement,
to scknowledge the independence of the South, and Gen,
MoClellan should revew the war, with the avowed objeet
of restoring the Union with the old Constitution and =il ite
guarauteer, (whioh by his lsiter of acoeptance he wan
pledged to do,) * at that moment,’ says Mr. Biephens, ' or
a8 voon a8 possible, our recoguition abroad wonld come.
The silent sywpathy of Knglaod, Franee, snd other Euro-

Poweras, st prosent with Lioeoln, srises entirely from
theit maniz on the subject of slavery.' Here followas an
omission in Mr. Blepliens's lobtar, made s be himself inti-
mates {rom publio conwderations. The passage omitted
no doubt enforeed the ides that if the North eontinued the
war in order to restora the Consiitution with gusrantees
of slavery, Europe woull instantly recognise the Confede-
racy ne an independent Power. Mr. Biephovs then pro-
oeeds ns follows : |

“iLineoln had either to witness onr recognition abread,
the morsl power of which alope he saw wonld bresk

, 18 the plain fah
a8 MoClsllun should
and the old Counstitution
ce¢, and the other Euaro-
power aud influenoce of their

renew the war 10 restore
with slavery would En

pean Powers throw all
Bm Lot certain 'hat they would
faxther ret seo (ho old Unlon. restored, If 1t

ry; buot it would not become ueces

»

“ .Iu theso 'yilcil terms the second officer of the rebel

Government *Pesking 0o doubt on the strength of commu.

m'cslion.tﬂm ugents abroad, and holdiog buek what he
[

Powers of Europe from recogaising the independence of
the Soutb, and, if IAry, thr';:‘m their sworda into
the scale to secure ita establi ! May we not res-
sonably hope, in view of such opinions and disclotures
from such a quarter, that this po ni will cease to divide
opinion at the North, and that wo shall sgain, as in 1861,
Eelaﬂt &n undivided front in defence of the integrity of
e Union,”

Of course, if there be any foree in these views
of Mr. Everett, as re-enforced by the sutherity of
Mr. Btepnens, the moral superiority of our position
in the eyes of Kurope will be greatly weakened by
the contemplated action of the insurgeat leaders, in
virtually placing themselves on the same plane of
military emancipation under pressure of military
necessity. The difference on this subject between
the two parties to the war will have been merged
by the drift of events, making them equully tribu-
tary to the destruction of slavery from considera-
tions of military advantage.

It will be remembered that the Richmond En-
quirer, in recently discussing the relations and
aspects of this question, intimated the opinion that
there was some connexion hetween the decision
that should be made of it and the question of Ea-
ropean recognition or intervention. It said:

' Whenever we are reduced so low that we eannot main-

tain the contest, then we can secure liberty and natioyality
by the sacrifice of slavery. But until we are prepured to
make this sacrifice 1t is no use to look to Europe tor help,
either by recoguition or intervention. All the military au-
thorities, those who command the armies aod thoee en-
trusted with the sdministration of the eonseript buresu,
are prepated to say that the populstion of the eountry will
maiutain a foree in the field tin shall bear to that of the
enemy the proportion that the armies of ths two nations
bore to each other in 1863; then no necessity exists for
eilher arming the negroes or appealing to Europe for pro
tection. But il those suthorities shall anewer diffsreutly,
then we submit that a crieis is upon us that demands the
ulternative of subjugation without slaves or independence
by arming the negroes.”
If it be asked whether we share the views of the
Eaquirer on this topic, we have only to say that
we believe the neutral position of foreign Govern-
ments ix our war was assumed in obedience to ge-
neral considerations of international obligation and
advantage, and has not beer sensibly controlled in
one way or another by the varying aspects of our
struggle in the matter of slavery. Hence, as we
do not suppose that the partioular poliey of mili-
tary emancipation adopted by the Administration
has procured for ms any such immunity as Mr,
Stephens or Mr. Everett imagines, we just as little
share the opinion of the Richmond Enquirer when
it intimates that foreign Governments will be in-
fluenced in any degree to depart from the policy
of non-intervention by the Confederate adoption
of the policy of military emancipation.

DEATH OF THE LARL OF CARLISLE.

_—

The Kight Honorsble the Earl of Carlisle, known to
Americans as Lord Morpeth, died in England oo the Gth
of December.

George William ¥rederick Howard, K. G., Earl of Car-
lisle, Viscount Howard, of Morpeth, and Baron Dacre, of
Gilleeland, was born in England on the 18th of April, 1502.
He was the eldest son of the sixth Earl. Lord Morpeth
was educated at Elon and Christ Church, Oxford, and
displayed remarkable ability and force of intellect at an
eurly age. Beforo he graduated he wrote two University
prize poems, and obtamned the highest elassioal honors
with bis degree.

Lord Morpeth entered publio life na member of Parlia-
ment for the West Riding of Yorkshire, and took his seat
with the then Whig party, which numbered in its ranks
Lord John Kussell, Lord Melbourne, the Earl of Durbam,
Doviel O'Connell, snd the leadiog Irish Catholics The
young peer continued to nct and vole with the men of this
partly, by whom he was sovn clsssed ae & stacdard-bearer.
When Lord Melbourne formed a Usbinet, niter the ae-
cession of Queen Vietorin, Lord Morpeth was appo.uted
Chiet Seeretnry for Ireland, which office be h-1d down to
1841, He was universally beloved by the people of that
country, and his popularity with the masses was second
only to that enjoyed by O'Conne 'l himself.

When the W hige returned to power in 184G, Lord Mor-
peth was sppointed Commissioner of Woods and Foreata,
and soon siter sucoeeded Lord Camgbell sn Cuancellor of
the Luchy of Lancsster.

About this period he set out for Ameriea, and completed
an extensive tour in the United States, sinee whioh time
his name bas been well knowo to our citizens, and is asso-
cisted with many plessing recollectione  'When Lord Mor-
peth visited us our railroad system was in the infaney of
its presont maturity, 20 thet the peer performed a Inrge
portion of bis journey by lh& Kiding one day on a New
Koglind stage, his lordship the box seat, and sfter a
little time nsked permission of the driver to take ** the rib-
boua™ and * toel’” the concern fur awhile. The driver re-
fused, obrerving that bis horses wers spirited and would
not brock o strsoger.  The pamsevgar assured bim of his
oapability, and promised to ** stand treat’” at tae next halt-
iog pince, Handirg him the linew, the driver waa surpris-
ed Kb the sty's in which they were hnndled aod the splen-
did pace st which his team were kept. Lookiog round
he partly apologized to his tellow-whip, sayiog, * 1 did not
knuw you was n driver, where did you darive?” Ob,”
replied the new baod, 1 drove s stagein Evgland.” When
informed next day of the rank of the travelier the Ameri-
onn whip mlnowlad}ed he had met hia peer.

In the sutumn of 1850 Lord Morpsth lectured twice
before the Mechanies’ Institute of Leeds, England, taking
g:r bi!'mbjeah “America,” and (he ** Life and Writings of

vpe.

cubsequently Lord Morpeth visited the East, and pub-
lished the results of his tour under the title of ** Diary of
Travel in Turkish and Greck Waters,” He also wrote n
bouk «n prophecy.

Lovd Morpeth suooeeded his father, an seventh Earl of
Carlisle, the 7th of October, 1545,

When Lord Polmerston forwed his Cabinet, in 1555,
the karl of Carlisle was appuinted Lord Lieutenant of Lre-
.and, which office he Leld until the dissolution of the
Ministry. On tbe returu of Lord Palmeratou to power, in
1859, the Earl of Cariisie was resppointed to rule over
Ireland, and discharged tue duties of that high office until
compelled to relltn by the disesse which has termisated
his lite. Duriog his administration Lord Carlis e brought
ail the powers of his great mind and vast experience to
bear in promoting his pian for the regenerstion of the un-
happy country commisted to his cuarge—a plan which
embraced the discountenaneing of party violence and sllay-
ing religious prejudices, axtending secular education, de-
u_lnp:f the wineral resoureen of the kingdom, build ng
railronds, and teaching the people an improved aystem of
agricuilure, p

His doparture from Dublin was regretted by men of all
cluswes, taeir grief being expressed in touohing words on
avery occasion to his r, Lord Woden . who
reacted Dublin Cactle in the lstter end of November

The pny of the members of the Virginis Lagislalure lns
baen raised to forty dollars per day, and a bill is also peud-
ing to increnss the oompensation of the Governor to thirty
thousand doliars ; judges and other officers of the Htate

WASHINGTON :

THE NEW PARLIAMENTARY REGULATION.

We are glad to observe that the committee of
the House of Representatives to whioh was re-
ferred the proposition of Mr. Pendleton, introduced
at the last session, “to provide that the heads of
the Exocutive Departments may ocoupy seats on the
floor of the House,” has made a report in its favor,
accompanied by a bill for the purpose of carrying
it into effect. The bill provides that the Sceretary
of Btate, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secre-
tary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, the Secre-
tary of the Interior, the Attorney General, and the
Postmaster General shall be entitled to oceupy
geats on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives, with the right to participate in debate upon
matters relating to the business of their respeotive
departments, and to this end they are required to
attend the sessions of the House at the opening of
the sittingd on Mondays and Thursdays of each
week, to give information in reply to questions
which may be propounded to them under the rules
of the House.

These ru'es, as recommended by the committee,
direct—

That the Clerk of the Houee of Representatives shall
keep & notice book in which he shall enter, at the request
of any member, any resolution requiring information from
.suy of the Executive Depurtments, or any question in-
tendedfto be propounded to any of the Secretaries, or the
Postmaster General or the Attorney General, relatiog to
public affairs, or to the business pending before the House,
together with the name of the member and the day when
the esme shall be called up. 4

The member giviog notice of such resolution or ques
tion shall, at the same time, give notice that the same shall
bo enlled up on Monday or Thureday of the sueceedin
week : provided that no such resolution or question shall
be called up, except by unanimous consent, within less
than three days after not ce shall have been given.

‘T'he Clerk shall, on the same day on which it is entered,
tranemit to the chiefl officer of the proper department a
eopy of the resclution or queation, together with the name
of &a member proposing the ssme, and of the day when it
will eome before the House for action.

On Monday and Thursday of each week, before any
other bumness shall be taken up, except by uwoanimous
consent, the resolutions and questions shall be taken up in
the order in which they have been entered upon the notica
book for that day. '

The member offeriog a resolution mey etate succinetly
the object snd ecope of hia resolution, and the ressons fur

desiring the information, sod the Secretary of the proper
department may reply, giving the informstion, or the rea-

‘wons why the sume should be withheld; and then, without

further debate, the House shall vote on the resolution, un-
lees it shall be withdrawn or postponed.

In putting any question to the Becretaries, or the At-
torney General or Postmaster Geoeral, no srgument or
opinion is to be offered, nor any fact stated, except so far
ns &y be neceesary to explain such question; and in an-
sweriog such question the Becretary, the Attorney Geue-
ral, or Postmsater Genersl shail not debate the matter to
whieh the same refers, nor state facts or opinions other
thao thoee necessary to explain the answer. g

As we took occasion to avow our approval
of Mr. Pendleton’s proposition immediately after
its first suggestion by him, we have oaly to
renew the expression of our hope that the bill as
reported by the special committie may receive the
sanotion of the House and paas into the reccived
regulations of that body. The most enlightened
Governments of Europe and of the American con-
tinent have long since adopted this institute with
admitted advantage in the elaboration and digest
of legislative mensures. The Governments of Eng-
land, France, Holland, Sweden, Italy, Spain, Por-
tugal, Prussia, Switzerland, Greece, Brazil, Clili,
Colombia, the Republics of Central and South Ame-.
riea, are among those in which provision is made
for the participation of Ministers, with greater or
loss degrees of power, in the deliberations of the
Legislature, and the regulation is found to sub-
gorve the unity and frankness of intercourse that
should exist between different branches cf the gov-
erning power in the State.

Among the reasons assigned by the committee
in favor of the proposition we have room to cite
only the following :

In fact, the influence of the Departments is in all cases,
almost without exeeption, ¢xerted. 1t may well ba doubt
od whether it was not originally intended by the framers
of the Cooustitution that this should be s0  The veto pow-
er lodged with the Fresident, and the right secorded to
and the duty imposed urun him to give to Congress infor-
mation and to initinte legisiation,.show that they did not
intend to establish an sbsolnte reparation of the legin's
tive and executive depaitmente. However (oat may have
been, the fact s too obvious to members of Congress to
need prouf that the chief officers of the veveral part-
ments do exercise an importaot ivfluence on the legislation
of that bedy. The pages of the uiobe within the Inst fow
yeara will satiefy 1hose who have not had seats on the floor
and been admitied to the seesioos of the sommittess. It
has been nolorious for years that by persons! interviews
with members, by private conversations at Lhe office, in
soeinl intercouree in casusl mectings, on the floors of the
two Houres, by verbal statemente to the chairmen of eom-
mittees—Ilinble alwaya to be misunderstood or even mie-
represented—by unofficisl cormunications to the ¢ mmit-
toes themmaivee, these officars originate, press forward,
modify or entirely defeat measures of legisiation; and it
has oiten bappecel that the rules of the Houss have been
violated by statirg what has oosurred in committes in or-
der to convey to members the opinion or wishes of a Hee-
rotary. These officers have no suthorized sommunieation
wilh the committes of the House. Their suggestions, even
if in writing, are not recorded. No trace of their exer-
tions is left behind. They work, they accomplish, and yot
after a few weeks, or even after a lew days, it would be
difficult to show—although members were fully conscious
of it—that they bad produced any effect as to partieunlsr
measures, or what were their opiuions in relation to them.
T'heir secret, wilent, omnipresent influenos ia felt, yot they
are without responsibility. 1t is oot neecessarily eorrnpt
becaush it 18 secret aud silent, bat it may be; and wher-
ever opportunity for corruption exists, there will be, there
ought to be, suspicion and distrust. Would it not be bet
ter that their opinions should be expressed, their facts
etated, their poliey enforced, their acts defended in open
day on the floor of the House, in the face of the nation, in
pu;lia epeach, in official recorded statements, where there
can be no hidden purpose, no miseoneceplion, no misrepre-
sentation? This would enlighten the Houee, inform the
eountry, and be jast to officers. It wonld substitute a le-
gitimate for an iilegitimate power. It would establish an
open, official, honorablea mode of exercising that power,
instead of & sosret, unrecogniard moda, linble to abuse, and
therafors nlways mubject to the suspicion that it has been
nbused. 1t would establish authotizad and nocurate, in
stead of unanthorized, and theiefore unecertain and insocu
rate, communieation with the House, = * *#

In the Inw organiziog the Treasury Department, paseed
in 1789, it is made the duty of the Secretary of the Trea-
sury to make report and give information to either branch
of the 1egielature, in parson or in writing, (as he may be
required,) respecting all maiters relerred to him by the
Senata or Houss of Represeotatives, or which shail ap-
pettain to his offies, o the debate on that bill it was ex-
pressiy objectad that io time this second seotion would lead
to the introduetion of all the S=eretariea on the floor ; but
it wae, nevertheless, passed, and without #o0 much ns a de-
ninl that sneh would be the rerult,

Nor bua history been without illustrations of the neces-
rily and of examples of this practice, In the early days of
the Government the Seorataries were repaatedly ealled o
the pressnos of either Houss for consultation, adviee, and
miormation :

Weosksnay, Juny U2, 1789.—The Beerstary of Foreign
Allaira (Mr. Jetforion) uttended, agresably to orders, and
made the necessary explanations.—{Annn's of Congross, vol
i, page 61, First Congress )

SattroaY, Avo, 92, 1780 —The SBenate again entered on
oxecutive business, The President of the United States came

government to proportionate smounta.

1864.
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tary of War, and laid befors the Senate the followiug state-
mebt of facts, with Lhe queet'ons thersto snnexed, for their
advice and cousent—( of Congress, First Congrese,
vol. i, page 66) YETy

And agsin on the Monday following, the President and
Gen Knox were before the Senate.

Frioay, Ave , 1789 —The following meesnge was received
from the Precident of the United States by Gen. Knox, Sec
retary of War, who delivered therewith sundry papers and
statewments rels'ing to the sume.—(Proceedings of the House
of Representatives, Annals of Congrese, vol. |, page 684.)
Moxsoay, Aue. 10, 1789.—The following mesmge was re-
ceived from the President by Gen. Kuox, Secretary of War,
who de ivered the same, together with the statement of the
in the service of the United Stutes.—(Proceedings of
the ngu?. of Representatives, Annals of Copgress, vol. i,
page 034, :

THE FEELING IN CANADA.

For many months past the spparent indifference of the
Canrdinn authorities, the active intrigues of Boutlern re-
fugeea in that province, and the inimical courze of cartain
newepapers there, united to establish s convietion among
eitizens of the United Statas that there existed in the Bri-
tish North American provinces a wide-spread feeling to-
ward'us, bordering on positive enmity. More recent oe-
currences, however, have brought into the foraground a
Iarge claes of leading citizens and heavy espitalists, repre-
senting the substantial interests of Canada, who manifest
a very diffarent wpirit, end who have already done much to
re assurs the public on either side of the border in regard
to the centinuance of friendly relations. In the lake cities,
since the action of the Canadian authorities following the
discharge of the 8t. Albans raiders by Judge Coursol, sll
signe of disquielude have vanished. The Detroit Free
Press declares that (Lo restrictions upon intercourse with
Canada imposed by the Becretary of State are unneces-
#ary ; that the preventive means adopted by the Canadian
Government in stationing & vigilant police on the border,
and the ealling iuto servics of thirly companies of troops,
afford absolute protection; that Mr. Seward's order only
embarrasses trade, and should be resc’nded. Our Detroit
contemparary adds:

“ A few of our citizens, acting formally, felt it impor-

tant to send a committee to different points in Canada, to
ascertain what course the Canadian Government were
likely to pursue, sod therefore what steps were necessa-
ry on our part to protect us from these incursions from
Canada. We bave now before us such full and complate
information upon that subject that we feel justified in say-
ing that there is no longer any just or well-founded fear of
raids. The Cansdian Government has not only aeted
promptly but nobly. It has doune all that any one could
reasonably ask, and from the prompt and efficient manner
in which it has seted, itis & sourea of regret that our Gov-
ernment or people had not put themselves in direct com-
munication with it long einee, and given it the information
which it required.”
Entirely consistent with this view is the memorial of the
citizons of Montreal, adopted December 20th, and which
bears ths signatures of the President of the Board of
Trade, all the Bank Presidente, principal merchants, &e.
This document is as follows :

Tv His E:ceﬂancl the Right Homorable Charles Stanley,
Viscount Monck,
America; §e.

of Montreal bumbly sheweth—

That while Csnsada hes hitherto preserved a etriet nen-
trality with respect to the unhappy etrile cow prevailing
in tue United States, your Excellency's memorialists foel

call for incressed vigilanes on the pari of the Government
and all subordinste suthorities, to aee that such neutrality
in effectuslly and bonestly maintained.

That your memorisliats consider that, while political re-
fugees residing in Caonda are entitled to protection, it is
the duty of such persons serupulously to resp=ct the neu-
trality proclaimed by ber Majesty, snd to abstain from
mskiog or furthering sny aets uf aggression upon tha eoil
of a friendly Power.

That your Excellency’s memorialists also consider that

munity which they expect to enjoy upon their eseape here,
nets which would never be attempted but for the lacilities
for flight which the proximity of oursoil affords, sbuse the
right of asylum snd violste the duty of neutrality enjoined
upon all persons res:ding within the dominions of ber
Mujesty.

‘I'hat your memorialists deeply deplore the oiroumatan-
o2s under which the persons lately in custody upon ehnrges
of robbery aud murder st St. Albans were released, and
also the manner in which the money entrusted to our au-
thorities was restored to the prisoncrs, snd feel that the
result of the recent proceedings hss been such ss to osst
doubts upon our good faith in carrying out our treaty obli-
gations.

That while it would be improper to prejudge the officers
covcerned in the release of the Bt. Albans prisoners and
the restoration of the money, your Exeellency’s memo-
rialists consider it due to the interest of justies and the
good nawe of this provinos that the most searching inquiry
into the conduot of the judge charged with the investigation
under tue treaty, snd the officer entrusted with the money,
be bad without delay, aud that speedy justics be done in
the premises.

Your Exesllency’s memorialists therafore most earnestly
pray that your Excellency will be pleased to order an im-
medints inveatigation into the eondast of all the officinls
oonnee ed with the discharge of the persoos referred to,
and the surrender of the money to them ; and that your
Exeslivncy will bo pleased to take such further messures
a8 may be required effectually to prevent any parties from
violating the neutrality declared by her Majesty, and from
endeavoring to interrupt the good feeling and (riendly rels.
tiouship which your memorialists trust mway siways con-
tinue to exist between Caunda and the United States.

The seeurances thus given are very gratifying, nnd we
Lave no doubl the authoritiea at Washington will do soy
thing consistent with the public interests by which peed.
lean rostrictions may be relieved or wholly removed

AN EXPLOSION AT THE BO.UT!I’

NewperN, DEC. 24 —Judge Advoeats Stackport arcived
to-day from Fortress Mosroe for the purpose of inveti-
gating important frauds connected with the resruiting of
eolored troops in this department .

A great shock, ke that of an earthquake, waa distinetly
felt here this morning about two o'clock, rocking the enrth
and r.tiling the windows iu this place. It ia supposad to
be an explosion of great magnitude on the comst below
Beaufort, sa the sound eame from that direstion. Poss bly
a magiz ns exploded ia the forts at Wilmiogton or Charles-
ton, containing several bundred tous of powder. 'I'he
ga'le which has prevailed for the last few days subsided last
vight, and the shippiog whieh has been detained at Beau-
fort will be able to depart to-day.

[ Forta Fisher and Caswell, below Wilmirgton, are dis-
tant vinety miles as the erow flies from Newbern. The
explosion was that of a powder ship, near Fort Fisher,
prior to Admiral Porter's nssault upon that furtifiestion. ]

CAPTURE OF BLOCKADE RUNNERS.

The Navy Department has received information of the
results of the eruise of the United Siates steamer Cho-
curn, Capt. Meade, off Velanco, Texas, by which it ap-
pears that on November 24th ehe chased ashore a schooner,
which was (olally wrecked by a beavy gale. On Decem
ber 4th she captured the three-masted schooner L. O
Wood, with two hondred aud tweuly-one bales of long
staple cotton.  On Dosember Sth sha eaptured the British
schoozer Lot Harley, of Montreal, with no nssorted eargo:

EXILED TO THE SOUTH.

The Alexandria Journal of the 27th instant says: ** Mr.
E. W. Whenat, a former merchant here, and the Rev. J
Packard, former Kector of Christ Chureh Parish, ure, by
order of the War Department, to be sent through the
lines to-morrow, Wa wentioned some time since the fnet
of theee gentleman having left tha eity and visited Wash-
ington without the nd of & pass, in defiance of the military
suthority, and returniog therfeto. Their enses were re-
feried to the War Department by Col. Wells, Provost
Marshal General Defences South of the Potomae, with
the recommendation that they be went through the lines,
they baving refused to subseribe to the osth. To-day Col.
Wells received nn order from the War Departmont ap-
proving his recommecdation, and ordering that they be
sent through the lines vin Fairfux Court-Houss. They
leave on the ten o'¢lock train to-morrow morning. They
are both, wa understand, very much opposed to taking »
“foreign tour,” and deem themselves very much perre-
cuted in not being permitted to set at deflance our Goy-
ernment and ite law, and at the same time remain ander

into the Senate Chamber, attended by Gen. Knox, the Secre-

its protection.”

sny.- persons who comwit acts of violenoe upon the borders | gatious st b ew lulet,
of the neighboring Btates eolely in consequence of the im- | piver.

THE MOVEMENT ON WILMINGTON.
ASSAULT ON FORT FISHER.

The Richmond papers of Tucsday, the 27th in-
stant, have brougft. within the Union lines the
first intelligence of the commencement of active
operations Ey Admiral Porter’s expedition against

e fortifications of Wilmington. The followin
eopies of the rebel despatches have been forwarde
by Gen. Grant:

WiLMINGTON, DECEMBER 25, 1364,

The enemy's fleet, over fifty vessels,including two moni-
tors,several armed vessels and many hesvily armed frigates
and sloope-of-war, made b furious attack vn Fort Fisher
sbout one o'clock yesterday, and kept up an average fire of
thirty shots per minute until night. Our loss ie twenty-
three wounded. The attack was renewed 'at fen o'elock
this morning and has been very furious and continwous, No
report of casualties to day. Col. Lamb, who is in com-
msnd of the fort, replied to the enemy’s fire slowly and
deliberately. Tho enemy, under cover of the heavy fire,
landed about three brigadss two and & balf miles sbove
Fort Fisher. They were immediately engsged by a
smaller force. The enemy beld hie ground at night.

WiLmincTox, DECEMBER 20, 1804,

The enemy's infanlry attacked Fort Fisher late last
night. They were repulsed with considerable loss. There
was heavy rain and wind through the night. Prisoners
report the Twenty-fourth Corpe of the Yankee army pre-
sent, under Butler.

Gen Grant has also forwarded the following edi-
torial comments on the above news from one of the
Richmond journals :

“It will be ssen that the Yunkes feet attacked Fort
Fishor about one o'clock P. M. on Saturday, and bom-
barded it heavily till nightfall, renewing the bombardment
at ten o'clock on Bunday morning and eontinuing it through-
out the day, and that under eover of the fire of the fleet the
enemy landed an infantry force above Fort Fiaber, which
attacked the fort on Bunday night and were repulsed.
“Fort Fisher is situated on a sand epit on the right bavk
of the Cape Fear river, at its mouth, twenty miles below
Wilmington. The enemy, we presume, reached their
position above the fort not by passing up the river, where
they would bave been obliged to run the gauntlet of the
gune both of Fisher und Caswell on the left bank, but by
Ianding on the beach esst of the mouth of Cape Fear river,
The enemy having effected & lodgment above the fort isa
serious matter. It will eost double the force to dislodge
him that would have prevented his landing."

Lt

THE PLAN OF ATTACK—UNOFFICIAL DETAILS.

A correspondent of the Baltimore American who ac-

Governor General of British North | #tesmer Santiago de Cuba, off Beaufort, in ndvance of the
: direct movement upon Wilmington, gives some interesting | night, snoounc?s the fact that Gen. Butler's forges sttacked
The memorial of the uniersigoed inbabitants of the city | particulars as to the composition of the navsl and land | and entered the fort, and captured some of the garrison
forces, and of the plsn of attack, which have not before | aud the rebel flag that wasflying from the battlaments, but
obtained publieity.

It is already known that the entire expedition is under

fleet consiste of nearly one hundred and fifty veseels of all
descriptions, including army transports, tenders, &ec. The
naval fleet comprises about sixty-five vessels and an aggre-
gate of 591 guns. The co operating land furee, numbering
sbout ten thousand men, is under command of Gen. But-
ler. The letter proceeds as follows:

THE POINT OF ATTACK,

It is proposed to commence operations upon the fortifi-
the eastern entrance of Cape Fear
The msin point of attack is Federal Point, the
narrow strip of land which bounds the north sida of New
Inlet and forms & part of the east bank of Cape Fear river.
Federal Point is held by a series of worke, the possession
of which will at onee give us command of Cape Fear river
and virtually close up the port of Wilmington, and by eut-
ting off Fort Caswell, which etands near the mouth of the
river, render its possession by the rebels no longer of any
avail. Henee the importance of eelecting New Inlet as
the point of attack.

The prineipsl works commanding New [ulet are along
the shore of Federal Point, the strongest being Fort
Fisber, a casemated earthwork of great power, mounting,
it is supposed, thirty six heavy goos, some of them rifles
having & range of over three miles. ‘Lhis work stands
about two hundred yards from the shore. Following the
line of the shore for about three-quarters of s mile, in a
southwest direction from Fort Ficher, runs a line of bat-
teries, five in number, conunected by nfle-pita. Three of
these batteries are casemnted and two open. The num-
ber of guns mounted in them is not koown, but some of
them are rifies of long range. Some three hundred yards
northwest of the terminna st this line of batteries standa
what is designatad as Battery Lawb, or Mound Battery,
so ealled from ite formation, it being an srtficial mound of
earth some forty feet high, mounting two large guns, which
are prominent objects to the eye. A lghthouse is also
stationad on this mound, wiich is, doubtiess, of great ns-
sistancs to the bl ckade-runners in making the Inlet at
night. The mound was thrown up, it ia supposed, for the
purpose of obtsining an elevation from wﬂn-h to throw
plunging sho® at any of our light draught monitors should
they attempt to come up the ehannel. Toe guna of this
battery eommand the main channel, whilst most of the
guns of Fort Fisher and of the imtervening batteries com-
wand not only the main chaggel but vlso the Swash chan
nel, which runs close along the beach io a northeast diree-
tiom.  The lstter work stands about st the eatrancs of the
Swaah channel,

About two miles soutbeast from Fort ¥ isher, on Zesks's
Island which forms the southern shore of Nsw Inlet, 1s
mnoiber battery of some strength, but Fort Fisher and the
a‘jreant works are evidently the key to the position ; and,
Federal Point ones in our haods, farewell to blocksde
raoning, st least wo (ar as Wilmiog'on is concorned

THE PLAN OF ATTACUK.

Notwithatanding the evident strength of their works, it
is confidently believed that they cnnnot long withstand
the lerrible fire that can be brought to bear upon them,
The combined armament of the fect numbers fully five
hundred nod nivety-one guns, most of them of the largest
ealibre, aud carrying a weight of wetal sale to say unpre-
eedented in the anoals of naval warfare. At least two
hundred guns can be brought to bear at one time upon the
works.
About three or four miles up the beaeh from Fort Fish-
er is n smwall water battery called * Hall Moon Battery,”
numbering some two or three guos, but doubtless it ean
offer very little resistance.
It is not kvown definitely whera the troops will land —
robably nenr this point, or at Myrtle Iolet, or Masonboro'
Frﬂcl. the latter fourteen unles from New Inlet, and the
former about s:ven.

THE IRON-CLAD FLEET,

The iron-c'ad flaet, led by the frigate Tronsides, and ne-
companicd by the gunboats soting as their tendurs, will
appronch Fort Fisher from the northeast, standing elose in
shore in the Swash ehaunel until they come within three
quarters of & mile of the furt, or as near that point as the
depth of the water will permit—the Ironsides standing
broadside toward the fort, and the Monitors ranged in
line, bows on, at conventent distances babind the frigate.
In this position they will fire over the land at the rebel

slrongho'd.
THE WOODEN SHIPS,

The frigates, sloops-of-war, anl other larger vessels wiil
move in shore, forming n ¢reseent ehaped lite of battle
about one mile feom ths furte, or as near to the enemy's

into the forte a la Fareagut,

Our wooden hulls have been actively preparing for thin
fight for some time. * Chain armor,” '« spliater nettings,”
and other expesdionts to promuta the effciency of the
veesels and protect them and their crows, ae far as possi-
ble, from the enemy’s guns, have baen adopted, and it is
oped we shall soon bavo snother grest anvsl vietory to
chroniele.

THE LAND FORCE

The troops eomposing the land force are under com-
mand of Major Gen. Butler, composed of the firet division
of the Tweuty-fitth and wecoud disision of the T'wenty-
fourthi Corpe, aud are embarked on board the fullowing-
oamed teansports : De Worley, Charles Thomaa, Weybos-
sel, Pent, Idaho, L. Moore, Baltio, Haza, |Empire City,
Adwmiral Dupont, Montauk, H. Liviogston, John Ri

.

Starlight, Ella Knight, Beaufort, Eastern States, Albany,

United States,and other vessels, names not ascertained.
The following sre regimants composing the fores, as far

“E;.wrd di '.'“m!.l‘wﬂﬁll"f: rth Co Gen, Ames—
| BOON: d Ivision wenty-lon

third brigade—169th New York mi?wt. ws

115th New York, Msjor Walath; 4th New
Capt. Roberts; 1itb Indians, Capt. Zent.

NFu;’t I;:iguda. Col, Curtis—142d, 117tb, 1424, and 3d
ew York.

Second brigade, Col. Pennypacker—17 Now
York, uud'::;fh snd mmm' I ar' i

i sz vanis.
First division Twmg-jfth rps, Gen. C.J. m
E’:;fm::l:.g;ih%l.' ‘Ea m:ti'hl—-llﬁ United Sht;:h 5
States oo’lomd reﬁmnt. i b

Second brigade, Col. J. W. Ames—4th, 6th, 30th, snd
J9th regiments, oalo:od. :

- — (e

OFFICIAL NEWS FROM WILMINGTON.

The following despatch was received at the Navy
Department yesterday from a bearer of
from Rear Admiral Porter, who left the fieet dur-
ing its assault upon Fort Fisher on Sunday sfter-
noon last :

Forrress Mosrog, Dec. 27920 P. M.

Hon. Gioeox WELLES, Secretary of the Navy

The powder ship was exploded within three hundred
yards of Fort Fisher at about2 A. M. on the 24th instant.
Later in the day Adwirsl Porter attacked the fort and
adjacent defences, and renswed the bombardment om
Christmas day. Oa each occasion we drove the rebels
from their guns to the shelter of their bomb-proofs, so as
to effectually sil:nee their fire.
In & very few minutes after the frigates and heavy
eloops got into position, a detachment of troops landed on
Bundsy afternoon. Skirmishers then pushed up gallantly
to the fort under eover of cur fire. Home of the more
daring actunlly entered the works and brought off the re-
bel fag. Troopa have re-embarked. Bombardment by
the fleet continnes, '
The Santiago do Cuba brings North rabel company A of
the 424 North Carolina, captured in a rebel earthwork to
the nortbhward of Fort Fisher by boats from the fleet.

8. W. PRESTON,
Lieutenant United States Navy.

 ——

A FAILURE OF THE LAND FORCES.

From the Republican of last eveming.
Official isformation to the Government confirms, in &
degree, the rebel reports in Richmond papers,eent to the
country by the Eecretary of War, that our land and naval
attack upon Fort Fisher at the entrance to the harbor of
Wilmingtou (N. C.) waa a failure, if not s repulse. It
wae a “ serious matter” to the rebels that Gen. Butler
linded bis forces on the north side of Fort Fisher, but wa
fear thst Gen. Buller discovered that it was a “serious
wmalter” to him, after he landed, that he did not have mors

compauied the fleet of Admiral Porter, writing from the | troops. The official telegram to the Governmeans, from the

besrer of despatches who arrived at Fortress Monroe last

that they subsequontly retired and re-embarked. If the
snnouncement by an evening contemporary is trae,

that the ciroumstsnces which have recently tuken plscs | the command of Rear Admiral David D. Porter, whoss | that * official information has been received at the War

Depsrtment that our navsl and military forces cparating
agaiust Wilmington, North Carolioa, have been wittdrawn
and ars pow at Fortress Monros,” the ' failure’ bas been
more serious than we anticipsted.  But in the midst of
numarous gloricus vietories we must expect, now and then

a trif! ng repulse.

ANTICIPATED VICTORIES.

Special Despatch to the New York Commercial Advertiser.
Wasuixgros, Dec. 27—3 P. M.
Mos! importiol nawe from sll rources bas just been offi-
cially received. Truly it is brgioning to “ thuoder wll
aronud,” and befors many days Admiral Porter and Gen.
Chomas will K:obably present valuable New Yoar's gifta to
the nation—the former Forts Fisher and Caswell, and the
Iatter n eplendid victory over the army of Hood—while
Gen. Sherwan will doubtless add Augusta as his New Year's

gt 3
The War and Navy Departments have both received ad

vices from the army and fleet operating againstthe defences
of Wilmington. The intelligence is highly favorable, and
gives the sssurance of almost immediate succses.

‘I'ne Becretary of the Navy declares that Admiral Por-
ter's part of the expedition will acecmplish all that was
expected of it. It object is now declared to be the cap-
ture of Forts Caswell and Fisher, thus hermetically closing
tuat ¢ntrepot of the Southern Statss. Then Gen. Butler

will be prepared to operate direotly sgainst ton.
The intelligence from Gen. Sherman in also of the
importance. In his despatch sovou the fall of Ba-

vanush he stated to the Secretary of War that he intended
to move up the Savannah river immediataly and
Apgnata, the most valuabls cbjective poiat in the Bouth.
The news to-day is that he has aiready moved I:’pblll.l river.
Shermin aleo says that, when this suceess was obtained, he
would swing around upon the rear of Charleston and oap
lunla_lhat city, deatroying sll its railroad communieation
un his way.

The news from Gen. Thomas is glorious. Te bas
brought Hood to a stagd on the north bank of the Teones-
som,  The river bay been renderad impassabls by heavy
floods, and Hood is without artilery or pontoon bridges.
Gen. Thomas proposes to move upen the hastily con-
structed works, aund furee Hood to fight ¢r surrender.
Thus will the rebal army ba virtually snoibilated.

This is really glorious news with which to close the year
1864, and wili eauss great rejoiciog thronghout the country.

FERRIDLE RAILROAD CASUALTY.

From the Cleveland Leader of December 24th.
It in our painful duty to record anotber terrible railcoad
en'awily, by which five persons loat their lives, and a Iazgs
uumber bave been seriously if not fatally injured. The
sceident happened to the mail train on the Cleveland and
Pittsburg roed, which left this city at eight o’clock yester-
day morning., The train bal arrived at s small trestlowork
bridge, about & mile north of Hudson, when ths locomo-
tive struck a rail which, it is supposed, bad been broken
or displaced by the frost The locomolive, baggage oar,
aod the first passenger conch passed safely over, but the
sroond eoach struck the bridge, entirely demolishing it,
snd preeipitatiog the second and third coaches ioto the
ravine—the tecond breaking in two and falling on the west
uide of the bridge, whers it was entirely destroyed by fire ;
and the third falling on the east side, where it now lies,
pretty badly smashed up, After passing the bridge the
firat presengar conch eaught fire from the upsatting of the
stoves, and was completely consumed. As soon as they
eould extrieats themselves from the wreck those of the
passengers who were uninjured immedistely set to work
removing the desd and thoss who ware wounded and un-
able to fres themeelves (rom the mass of seats, oushions,
broken windows, buraing cosle, &c., under which they
were baried. Awoug the ficst taken out was Oliver H
Parry, of this city, who bad with him his gan and & valua-
ble dog, being on & huating excuraion, s pastime which ha
dearly loved. The most melsocholy and beart-rending be-
reavement is that of the little dsughter of J. H. Robin-
Her father, mother, and w»ell were on their way

won.

worke as possible, and pour their concenirated battsries | fromn their bome in Michigan to make a holyday visit to

frienda in Pennsyleania, when death, anheralded and um-
thonght of, (hus rudely tors them from her, and she is left

were piteous in the extrems, Some of the wounded wers
taken to bouses in the vieinity of the acecident; but the
doead and the greatar portion of the injured were removed
to Hudson as speedily as possible, where the killed were
washad and Isid out, side by side, in an unocoupied hotel,
and the wonnded reesived every attention, medieal and
otherwise, at the hands of the good people of Hadson.
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alone in this wide world an orphan. Her lamentations



